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tency of his art, when he found a lock put upon his
tongue, and the key in the hand of a supreme
power; I say, he confesses the goodwill he had to
the reward, but the weakness of his black art where
Heaven interposed its power, Numb, xxiii. 23,
Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob,
neither is there any divination against Israel: inti-
mating that he had tried the utmost of his skill, but
could do nothing ; and in verse 20, Behold I have
received commandment to bless, and he hath blessed,
and I cannot reverse it: nothing can be plainer;
he would, but the Devil and he together were not
able to reverse the blessing. The only thing strange
in this story of Balaam is, that God should thus
suffer a sorcerer and enchanter, a witch, or dealer
with the Devil, to receive commands from himself,
and to bid him go and do thus and thus, and to
meet him, and put into his mouth what he should
say on that occasion, from whence some might in-
sinuate, that the wizards and magicians of those
days had a mutual or alternate converse, sometimes
really with God himself, and at other times with the
Devil; as if the wretch were to-day a man of God,
and to-morrow a sorcerer, conjurer, and an instru-
ment of the Devil; and as if God would stoop to
employ those who had so far stooped below the
dignity of reasonable creatures, as to converse with
the Devil.

By this means the people also were the more
easily subjected to the abuse of the conjurer, and
exposed to the delusions of an evil spirit, not being
able to know when he spoke from one, or from the
other; no doubt the deluder would always pretend
he spoke by the immediate illumination of Heaven;
as he had sometimes really done so, it would not be
difficult to obtain the opinion that he did always
so.

it is most certain that nothing can more